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Winter Market Weekend with Over 100 Stalls at The Bowes Museum
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Winter Market 2024 © The Bowes Museum County Durham. Photography by Claire CoIImson

The Bowes Museum is delighted to announce the return of its much-loved Winter Market,
taking place from Friday 12 to Sunday 14 December 2025. Each year, this festive highlight
transforms the museum and its grounds into a seasonal wonderland, with over 100 artists,
designers, makers and food and drink stall holders.

This event encourages visitors to support both local and regional stallholders selling a wide
variety of unique products, perfect for festive gifts. Artists, designers and makers showcase
everything from fine jewellery, handmade decorations and ceramics to textiles, original artwork,
candles and skincare. Food and drink stalls offer delicious street food, sweet treats, locally brewed
beers and soothing hot drinks. With such a wide choice, there’s sure to be a special gift for
everyone.

Alongside the market, visitors can enjoy free entry to the museum’s galleries and
exhibitions, making it the perfect festive day out for families, friends and shoppers alike. The
event also offers a lively programme of activities, including artist-led workshops inspired by the
season and performances by carollers. Bisque pottery workshops in association with Mud & More
are taking place across the weekend in the Pippa Hale: Pet Project exhibition space.

Over 4000 visitors attended last year and this year tickets are just £7.00 per adult when
purchased before 8 December, rising to £8.00 afterwards. Entry remains free for under-18s,



carers and full-time students. As the Winter Market is a special event, Members of The Bowes
Museum will need to buy a ticket for admission. Tickets can be purchased here.

The market stalls are located within the grounds at the entrance of the museum and continue into
museum’s Picture Galleries, Jubilee Room, creating a unique setting that combines heritage with
festive cheer.

Free parking is available on-site on a first-come, first-served basis, with additional parking located
in Barnard Castle, a short walk away. Accessibility is a key focus for welcoming all visitors, with
specialist outdoor matting for the stalls in the museum’s grounds and lift access.

David Nicholls, Head of Commercial and Visitor Welcome at The Bowes Museum, said: “The
Winter Market is one of the highlights of our year, and we’re thrilled to welcome visitors back again
this December. It’s a wonderful opportunity to soak up the festive atmosphere, explore the
museum and discover unique, handmade gifts while supporting local makers and businesses.”

The Winter Market is just one feature of the museum’s seasonal programme of events and
activities designed to bring joy and inspiration throughout the winter months. A full programme
will be released closer to the time.

Café Bowes is offering Festive Afternoon Teas throughout December and seasonal drinks.
There is also a delicious, locally sourced, traditional, seasonal menu including turkey,
salmon and mince pies. Groups of 6 or more are advised to pre-order. Booking can be made by
contacting Café Bowes on 01833 690606.

The museum Shop’s festive range offers everything from bespoke products inspired by the
museum including cards and tree decorations to luxurious soaps and delicious sweets.

A limited number of stallholder spaces are still available for traders wishing to be part of this ever-
popular event. If traders are interested in taking a stall at this year’s event, they can contact the
museum’s events team on winter@thebowesmuseum.org.uk.

-ENDS-
Note to editors:
Pictures from the museum’s previous winter markets can be found here.

For film and photography requests and more information, please contact Marketing &
Communications Coordinator:

Amelia Stallworthy amelia.stallworthy@thebowesmuseum.org.uk +44(0)1833 690 606 ext. 246.

About The Bowes Museum

The Bowes Museum is a charity managing a Grade 1 listed accredited Museum and Grade 2 listed
parkland in Barnard Castle. Founded by Joséphine & John Bowes 150+ years ago, this purpose-
built museum brings together an extraordinary, designated collection of European fine and
decorative art as a cultural resource for the people of Northern England, where today we celebrate
artists, designers and makers.

The Bowes Museum receives funding from Durham County Council and, as a National Portfolio
Organisation, receives support from Arts Council England. Arts Council England is the national


https://thebowesmuseum.org.uk/whats-on/winter-market-2025/
mailto:winter@thebowesmuseum.org.uk
https://thebowesmuseum.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/Mediaphotographs/EuH0ySR556JHlYJh2fIzEv4BRPaggP0zQuYsa9hdUwvFTQ?e=731IbM
mailto:amelia.stallworthy@thebowesmuseum.org.uk

development body for arts and culture across England, working to enrich people’s
lives. artscouncil.org.uk

The Bowes Museum is a member of the Discover Durham partnership of attractions, whose
commitment is to promote Durham as an exciting and vibrant group travel destination and to
provide the travel trade with a professional and knowledgeable service. discoverdurham.co.uk

Admission to The Bowes Museum is £17.70 for local members (residents of County Durham and
Darlington), £20.00 for members (residents elsewhere), £19.50 for a day ticket, £21.45 for a day
ticket including gift aid. Under 18s, full time students and carers are free. As a registered charity
(number 1079639) The Bowes Museum needs to generate more than half of its income each year
to care for the historic collection, buildings and parkland. Your donations are vital to that work.

Visit thebowesmuseum.org.uk/support/ for more information.
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